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VIVA! Gardens  Garden for Schools Program

Kids and gardens in record numbers!
Vista, California ( VIVA! Garden for Schools is a national program that makes gardening in the classroom a reality. In this program, herb and vegetable plants are donated to school classrooms with the intent to excite children about gardening. By exposing children, their families and teachers to basic horticulture, the program hopes to encourage better nutritional habits and a love of nature.

In 2004 VIVA! Garden for Schools saw wonderful increases in the number of children learning about gardening in their classrooms.  In 2004, more than 3,000 classrooms participated in VIVA! Garden for Schools with over 45,000 plants donated. Growers from across the country who supply VIVA! Herbs and VIVA! Veggies to The Home Depot are participating with donations

Outdoor activity, exercise, nutrition and an appreciation for nature are all reasons why VIVA! Gardens created the Garden for Schools program. “Children are our most precious resource and we are convinced that real benefits come from sharing gardening with children,” says Deena Altman, president of VIVA! Gardens. “The VIVA! Garden for Schools program was born from the strong belief that education coupled with growing and harvesting plants can open a whole new world for children.”

“We provide enough herbs and vegetables to plant up a 30 square foot garden and the children can see almost immediate results.” adds Altman. “With large VIVA! plants children can see fast results for their efforts.”

· Two new sponsors are joining the program in 2004: John Henry Co. and ProCal join VIGORO and Supersoil.  VIGORO is also participating in the nationwide VIVA! Garden for Schools Contest, which provides grants of $250 per classroom to six winners.  
For photos, 2004 contest results, and information about the program visit www.vivagarden.com.

VIVA! Herbs and VIVA! Veggies are available exclusively at The Home Depot.

