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It’s an herb! It’s a plane! It’s Ornamental Man!

VIVA! Herbs and new uses
Vista, California ( It is like the joke we told as kids, “When is a door not a door?”  Answer – “When it is ajar.”– Hilarity when you are in the first grade.  When is an herb not an herb? Answer - when it becomes an ‘ornamental’.  VIVA! Herbs are starter herb plants for home gardens, sold exclusively in the US and Canada by The Home Depot.  At VIVA!, we are seeing many herbs and veggies used as ornamental components plants in patio plantings and flower beds.

Fragrance is a major reason why we see herbs used as ornamentals.  Gardening is all about the senses and our sense of smell is often overlooked. Obvious choices such as lavender, less obvious choices such as rosemary, oregano or sage, will add foliage texture and scent to your deck or patio when used in color bowls, window boxes or mixed baskets.

Look to the new Rosemary ‘Barbecue’, Rosemarinus officinalis 'Barbecue' with its tall spikes being both the perfect BBQ shish-kabob skewer, while at the same time being a ‘height’ component in a patio pot. Surround it with full sun annuals such as trailing verbena, scaevola or petunias, add a rounded shape such as geranium, torenia or lobelia – and voilá – great color, great fragrance and you can cook with it, too!

Adding vegetables is just as easy.  Here the trick it too avoid the really big plants as they can fill too much space.  A great new tomato that is perfect for a patio pot is Tomato ‘Health Kick’. With a tidy and tame manner (for a tomato), Health Kick can be companion planted with flowers in a 14” diameter patio pot without much fuss.  Again, use full sun annuals as companion plants, consider some dwarf marigolds, not just for color but for pest protection, annual vinca, dwarf sun coleus and trailing bacopa.

The sky is the limit with these cross-over herbs and vegetables.  Others to consider:

· Sage ‘Tri-color’ – nice foliage, great smell

· Oregano ‘Hot & Spicy’ Origanum vulgare 'Hot & Spicy'  – a strongly flavored herb with a mounded plant habit

· Pepper ‘Blushing Beauty’ – a fun novelty pepper that turns from blush to a nice red  

Consumer information about VIVA! Veggies and VIVA! Herbs is available at www.vivagardens.com. For more information about the programs please contact Laurie Scullin at   

760-724-1809 or lscullin@floragem.com
VIVA! Herbs and VIVA! Veggies are available exclusively at The Home Depot.

